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ABSTRACT

The use of Al in the context of modern data processing techniques and
data-intensive technological trends have led to the adoption of a broader
viewpoint in bringing into focus the issues concerning data processing. This
has forced groups of experts, scholars, international bodies and big
companies to go beyond the traditional sphere of data protection and
consider collective social and ethical issues.

Against this background, the General Data Protection Regulation [GDPR]
introduces provisions that are primarily focused on data security and data
quality, without directly and broadly addressing the different social and
ethical issues of data use or providing mechanisms to measure the various
adverse effects on individuals and society. Nevertheless, the Guidelines on
Big Data adopted by the Council of Europe (CoE), as well as the recent draft
of the CoE Guidelines on Al, and the initiative of the EDPS on data ethics
represent an important step forward in the direction of a new model of
assessment which goes beyond the GDPR and considers the impact of data
use on human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as on collective
social and ethical values.
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